
Town of Bremen
Conservation Commission Video Conference Call
Wednesday  August 5 , 2026.  5 pm

BCC Members Present: Ann Nesslage, chair, Susan Davis,  Hal D’Alby, Mary Berger,  
Associate member present:  
Selectman Liaison Present: Tom Papell
Coastal Rivers Liaison: Brad Weigel
Guest: Michael Albin
July  minutes approved as amended

Protecting Your Property program  has been delayed but is still planned.
Chocolate Sunday. Plans finalized.  BCC will share a table with Coastal Rivers and distribute pamphlets of properties in town open to the public and other info, 
Hay Property continuing discussion of mowing time.  Basically, goals of conservation vs agriculture or recreation need to be decided.  Susan Davis has collected references on the conservation perspective and will distribute to BOS and town clerk. Tom Papell said the BOS would decide the matter after survey is tallied. 
How will survey that was included with tax bills be tallied?  What if few respond, how will comments be addressed.
For now there will be one cut in the late fall
BCC would like the path widened, 
Tom Papell noted that the Hay Property access road needed grading and that there was one particularly bad hole developing in the surface.

Knap weed. Is an aggressive invasive that is just getting started on Hay.
Treatment options discussed.  But it is agreed that it should be eradicated sooner rather later. Coastal Rivers will recommend options to Bob Barkalow 
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Brad Weigel stated that the Hilton-O’Connor trail was in good shape and had been mowed in the last week, including the picnic table area and will ready for a trail walk on Sunday.
Tom Papell expressed the opinion that notwithstanding the State of Maine recommendations for land use, the town people of Bremen should decide how the Hay 
property is to be used.  He mentioned that the town had already received several responses to the Hay property survey that was mailed with the tax bills.  He pointed out that the survey responses, once all were in, would help guide the governance of that property.

Mary Berger (MB) reported on the Weston Memorial Spring (WSM) property.  She noted that a resident whose property is directly adjacent to the WSM has had a camper parked on the WSM driveway more-or-less permanently and that the camper is obstructing resident access.  She also mentioned that the owner of the camper also parks their car on the town property. The board consensus was that the issue should be brought to the attention of the Select Board at the 6 August meeting.  MB also noted that the site was in dire need of 1) a roadside sign identifying the WSM and 2) a walkable trail down to the lake.

Brad Weigel asked the BCC to furnish a letter of support to Coastal Rivers Conservation Trust for the Raven-Hall tract.
Mary Berger said she will handle the BCC table at the Chocolate Sunday event from 1:00–2:50 PM.
Brad Weigel noted that Coastal Rivers was not yet publicizing the Muscongus Preserve but would do so once the parking area was finished.  This is to help minimize the car traffic and potential parking issues for area residents.

Respectfully submitted, Susan Davis and Hal D’Alby
Meeting adjourned 5:45 PM

