
Town of Bremen
Conservation Commission Minutes
Video Conference Call
December 1, 2021
BCC Members Present: Ann Nesslage, chair; Mary Berger; Susan Davis, Walter Radloff
BCC Associate Members Present: 
Selectman Liaison Present: Wendy Pieh
Visitors Present:  Joan Ray, Bruce Campbell
The meeting was opened at 5:04 pm 
Minutes 
November minutes were approved.  
BOS report
Steve Page, the newest select person has an interest in the Weston Spring and other BCC issues. BCC is looking forward to his input. 

 It was suggested that BCC consider allocating certain percentage of reserve fund to specific projects or categories. In a later discussion within BCC it was suggested that this might restrict flexibility needed to respond to ever changing needs. 
Weston Spring.  Boe Marsh stated that the spring housing will be removed and the spring left to flow naturally. He will notify BCC when this completed.  Steve Page is not familiar with the property and will tour with Mary Berger and Ron and Margaret Morris (close neighbors). 

An historical marker will be placed on the property.  Details to be worked out. 

Letter to Coastal Rivers The letter thanking Coastal Rivers Conservation Trust for their help and support with several projects will be circulated to BCC for input and then sent. 

BCC  

Wendy Pieh suggests that BCC clarify or update the first section in Article 44 of the Town Report to reflect current plans/intent.  A discussion followed on including wordage such as protecting land, maintaining current town property etc.  Ann suggests this be an agenda item for the January meeting.  

There was also a discussion of what easement means in this document.  Currently it is not an issue but it is suggested to leave it as is because future situations may require it. 

Properties in town that public has access to. 
Wendy Pieh comments that many have no idea what is available in Bremen for trails etc. and suggests that it is important to achieve this.  Susan Davis has recently completed a comprehensive listing of all these properties and is working with Melanie to put it on the town website.  

A robust discussion followed about ways to disseminate the information. The concept of a town map with the properties listed was agreed on.  To accomplish this, a local artist will be recruited to “volunteer.”  An artistic rendering may have more impact.  

Information about this could be included in the town report and an email blast with an attachment of the map are ideas for informing townspeople 
Ideas for involving residents in Bremen peoperties
1)“Fireside Chats” with Sarah Gladu of Coastal Rivers is a great resource.  This program involves any interested party to share their observations of the natural world and ask pertinent questions. Sarah also hosts theme “Chats”. There is not fee but registration is required.  The schedule will be determined and sent to all on the Bremen list serve.  Sarah also does informative walks and talks on properties in the area.  

2)Another suggestion is to have a “show and go” walks on Bremen properties.  Dates could be determined and a leader assigned to guide the group through the properties. 

Joan Ray suggested that there are many property owners with trails that may like to host a walk on a specific day. 

3) Facebook page, “Outside in Damariscotta Pemaquid Region” collects photos sent in of local natural areas.  BCC could inform on an email blast that this resource is available. 
Another resource for BCC 

Maine Land Trust Network has a conference that BCC members may be interested in . Joan ray will send information. MLTN.org
Trail Camera.  

Although a good idea, it is thought to not be the best way of communicating about trails at this time
Maine Association of Conservation Commissions
An application has been submitted. An anonymous donor funded the application. BCC is appreciative. 

Invasives

Invasive plants in Bremen are an issue but a huge project to tackle.  It would involve town and state roads, individual land owners and town owned properties.  Joan Ray suggests starting with town owned properties such as Hay and the library and town office.  It was agreed this was an appropriate start and perhaps the activity would interest and educate casual observers. A first step in education was begun this summer with talks on invasives at the library by BCC and Coastal Rivers. 

Control of bittersweet 

Joan Ray led a discussion and suggested first manually cutting back but after repeated failures “glycosphate” may be sprayed on foliage or daubed on cut stems with concentrated mixture. Daubing is preferred because it is more specific.  A Buckthorn Blaster is used for this process.  A dye can be added to the mixture to mark the areas treated. 
Solar Farms
Susan Davis suggests getting information to share with BOS and planning board.  Neighboring towns are dealing with this currently.  These projects can have a significant negative impact on the environment if not planned properly.  Education on this will prepare the town if or when it becomes a Bremen issue. She will compile resources. 
Agenda January

Will include the wording in Article 44
Adjourned 6:10 pm

Respectfully submitted by Susan Davis 

